Your Medicare sign-up window is 7 months long

It opens 3 months before the month you turn 65 — and when you sign up changes when coverage starts.
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Sign up in these 3 months Sign up in your birthday month or after
Coverage starts the first day of the month Still allowed, but coverage starts the
you turn 65 — no gap, no penalty. first day of the NEXT month — so you can
This is the best time. be left without coverage for a while.
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Miss all 7 months and you may pay a late-enrollment penalty for as long as you have Medicare.

Different rules apply if you are still working and covered by a large employer's plan.
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